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BENNETT William James  1845-67

Born: 1845 at Dorchester GRO index. 1851 census

Parents: Frederick Bennett (d 1886), victualler & farmer, & his wife 
Susanna

1851 census. Nat Prob Calendar 1886 p478

Training: Apprenticed to Dr. Aldridge; Guy's Hospital Dorset County Chron 19/09/1867 p3

Marriage(s): Never married

Died: 15 Sep 1867 (aged 21), of tubercular disease of the brain, at 
Dorset County Hospital

GRO death certificate

Probate: None

House Surgeon (1867)

Census returns:

Notes: "DEATH OF THE HOUSE-SURGEON OF THE HOSPITAL.-It is with unfeigned sorrow that we have this 
week to record the death of Mr. William James Bennett, son of our respected townsman, Mr. F. 
Bennett, of High West-street, which occurred at Dorset County Hospital on Sunday evening. ... it 
would appear that for some time past he had been afflicted with a tubercular disease which had 
affected his lungs, and which had latterly implicated the brain, and he succumbed to the fatal malady 
about a quarter past eleven o’clock on Sunday evening, in the presence of his sorrowing parents and 
friends. Although scarcely 22 years of age, we understand that his progress in the profession had 
been especially successful and promising.  Having served his probation in this town with Dr. Aldridge, 
he afterwards went through Guy’s Hospital, when he soon succeeded in obtaining his diploma, and 
was admitted to the full membership of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. In the early part of 
May last he passed his last examination in the science and practice of medicine at Apothecaries’ Hall, 
and received his certificate to practise, and in the following week he was selected by the governors of 
the Dorset County Hospital ... We understand that Mr. Bennett was the first surgeon who had passed 
his degrees at so early an age, and the manner in which he has discharged his duties since at the 
hospital gave promise of a most distinguished future in his profession he evinced the greatest skill, 
and by his unremitting and careful attention to his arduous duties he won alike the esteem and 
affection of all by whom he was surrounded. …" (Dorset County Chron 19/09/1867 p3)

Qualifications: LSA (1867). MRCS (1867) Dorset County Chron 25/04/1867 p11 & 
19/09/1867 p3

Dorset County Hospital employment:

Employment history abbreviations: CM = Management Committee Minutes   WB = Wages Book   AR = Admissions Register

1851 Royal Oak Inn, High West St, 
Dorchester

Scholar HO107/1858 f735 U

1861 West End Cottage, Pound 
Lane, Wareham

Scholar, boarder with Maxwell 
Davidson, Unitarian minister

RG9/1345 f2815 U

1867 28 May Elected CM NG/HH/DO(C)/1/2/3House surgeon -

1867 15 Sep Died in post Death certificateHouse surgeon -
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